
PH214: Philosophy, Morals and Politics -Seminars 

Class Teacher: Cecily Whiteley 

I. Key Information 

Email: c.whiteley@lse.ac.uk. 
Office hours: Thursdays 11-12pm Online. Please sign up via student hub, where you will find a 
link to the zoom meeting. 

II. Ground Rules and Expectations 

1. Come to class prepared. Do the reading and bring questions, discussion points and issues 
you’d like to talk about to class. We will then work to answer and develop these as a group.
(If you have further questions which have not been settled in seminar discussions that you 
would like to discuss please email me and/or come along to office hours). 

2. Class preparation will be assessed by completion of a short answer question at the start of 
seminars (so make sure to arrive on time!). Marks for these will be available every five weeks 
and will be circulated by me via email. 

3. Throughout the year, I will ask one of you to start off our discussion with a short (2-3 minute) 
summary of this weeks’ topic. This is open but must (i) make reference to the assigned 
reading (ii) involve a brief discussion of why (or why not!) you think the topic is important 
and interesting.  

4. You will be expected to actively participate in class. Seminars are a chance for you to try 
out your ideas, develop critical and analytical skills in dialog with your peers. It is important 
to recognise that philosophy is an active process; it is a skilled activity as opposed to a body 
of facts to be memorised. Seminars are designed to help you develop the skills required to be 
a good philosopher, and to allow you apply the material which you have learnt in lectures. 
Important: don’t worry about always having the right answer, or disagreeing with the 
arguments and ideas we discuss - most philosophers do! 

5. Engage in respectful and constructive discussion. In seminars, please respect others 
people’s opinions, beliefs and cultural background. When disagreeing with someone think 
carefully about why they might hold that opinion - be charitable - when responding to their 
points. This is a good skill to develop in general, but it is also crucial for producing good 
philosophical work. 

6. Laptops are allowed, but please do not use your phone in class (if there is a specific reason 
why you need to do so, please email me). 

7. Make sure to email me in advance if you know that you will not be able to attend a seminar.  

8. Make use of office hours - your lecturers and class teachers are here to help you! 


